The first volume 'of this magnificent work was reviewed in our columns (Proceedings, 1957, 50, 982) and this, the second volume, fulfils all that was expected of it. Indeed it covers a more fascinating and formative period of naval medicine and the author has warmed to his subject.
It is tragic that Surgeon Commander J. J. Keevil should have died before he was able to complete the whole work which even in its present state is a classic. Let us hope that the Wellcome Trustees will succeed in finding one who can follow in Keevil's footsteps and complete this splendid historical review. An Introduction to Surgery. Edited by David H. Patey, M.S.Lond., F.R.C.S.Eng. (Pp. xi+228; illustrated. 17s. 6d. Students' edition: 9s. 6d.) London: Lloyd-Luke (Medical Books) Ltd. 1958. This admirable little book, which is obviously intended to fit in the pocket of a medical student when he first embarks on his clinical work, can be recommended unreservedly. Some may doubt whether there is a place for multiple authorship in a book which should be framed in the broadest terms, but if that is so here is the answer. The text is clear and always to the point, the illustrations are simple and very informative and there is a nice blending of practice and theory. The text shows evidence of meticulous correction and preparation.
An interesting feature of this publication is that Messrs. Lloyd-Luke have produced the book in two editions, one in stiff covers at 17s. 6d. and the other bound in paper at 9s. 6d. This is a reply to the friendly challenge contained in an annotation in the Lancet last year and there is no doubt that the impecunious student will be indeed grateful to them for this most welcome innovation. The Reticulo-Endothelial System in Growth and Tumour Formation. By Roger Wyburn-Mason, M.A., M.D.Cantab., M.R.C.P.London. (Pp. 206; illustrated. 42s.) London: Henry Kimpton. 1958. The first part of this monograph (108 pages) is devoted to a historical review of the reticulo-endothelial system and a detailed analysis of the relationships that macrophages bear to other tissue cells and to nerve fibres, both in normal and pathological states. Much of the descriptive matter is derived from the author's own investigations, using vital and supravital staining of human and animal tissues with such dyes as methylene-blue, trypan blue and Janus green.
In the second part of the book, Dr. Wyburn-Mason discusses the functions of the macrophage system and elaborates his thesis that it is ". . . an essential link by which the metabolism of the cells of a tissue is controlled and correlated with the rest of the body by nervous and hormonal mechanisms". He goes on to discuss the abnormal distribution of macrophages in developmental abnormalities and neoplasia.
The book is well written and well produced. The majority of the photomicrographs are of good quality but some are rather unsatisfactory (as the author himself acknowledges in the preface). The presentation of many new and controversial ideas makes this an interesting and stimulating work. It should encourage further investigation into the functions of the reticulo-endothelial system in health and disease. Textbook Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1958. Textbooks of surgery often suffer from the authors' uncertainty as to whether they should write for undergraduate or postgraduate students. The attempt to write for both is usually unsatisfactory. The present book is expressly designed for the undergraduate. The writing of a textbook of surgery for undergraduates presents special difficulties since surgery is essentially a postgraduate subject; the undergraduate studies surgery chiefly as one important source of the general principles of medicine. He cannot, however, get at these general principles without knowing some details. The main features of this attractively produced volume from the Guy's School are its clear statement of facts, and a simple classificatory style which avoids the staccato. The tone is set by an excellent first chapter by one of the Editors, Mr. Rex Lawrie, who starts with the definition: "Surgery is the study of treatment by operative methods. By this is meant the selection and preparation of patients for operation, details of the operative procedure and post-operative care, and the management of the phases of recovery and rehabilitation until the patient returns to normal activity." The Editors, who between them have written 14 of the 40 chapters, have succeeded in fitting the style and content of their colleagues' contributions into a general pattern.
